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You can find womonspace at: 

Audrey’s Books, B&D Emporium, 
Greenwoods’ Bookshoppe, Pride Centre of 
Edmonton, Prism, Planned Parenthood, Roxy 
Theatre, The Roost, Womonspace dances 


womonspace is a publication of the 
Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton, a non-profit 
volunteer organization. Our purpose 
is to inform and entertain our 
members and other interested lesbians. 


The opinions expressed in 
womonspace do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Womonspace 
Board. The events, organizations and 
establishments publicized are not 
necessarily supported by womonspace. 


Material submitted becomes the 
property of womonspace. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and 
content, and to refuse publication. 
Submissions will be published on 
Womonspace’s website, unless 
otherwise agreed. 
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editorial 


STARTING 


Over 


a probably should have paid more 
f attention when I was relieved to get 
a rejection letter for a job I'd applied 
for. Assistant Professor of English, Uni- 
versity of Prince Edward Island. 
Nothing against PEI—a perfectly nice 
place, I’m sure—but what would a 
prairie girl like me do living there. It 
wasn’t just the move, though. The mere 
thought of a job interview sickened me. 
Having everything I’d worked for over 
the last few years scrutinized, criticized, 
and, inevitably, found wanting. 

But, no, I didn’t pay attention. I car- 
ried on with the grind of trying to estab- 
lish a university teaching career—the 
job applications to places I didn’t want 
to live, the efforts to make my research 
on women’s writing fit into the accepted 
professional categories (it didn’t), con- 
stantly feeling judged and found 
inadequate. 

In the end, it was something much 
more mundane that made me realize 
something was wrong. It was June, and 
the worst was over, or so I thought. The 
course I’d been teaching was finished. 
The research project I'd been working 
on had just completed a review by its 
funding agency and all had gone well. 
The pace was saner. I had some breath- 
ing room. 

Somehow, though, I just couldn’t 
relax. ’d been tormented for months by 
the nagging fear that if I ever stopped, I’'d 
never get going again. I forced myself to 
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by Jeanne Wood 
leave my apartment every day because | 
feared that if I spent one day inside I'd 
never be able to go out again. I carried 
such anxiety with me that it felt as 
though it was bubbling out of me, like 
little puffs of steam. 
In my obsessive need to keep moving, 
I took my vacuum in to be repaired. As I 
left the repair shop, I was seized with 
panic. How would I get home? It was 
only a few blocks, but it felt impossible to 
me. I managed to pull myself together and 
walk home. Back in my apartment, weari- 
ness settled upon me. I just wanted to 
stay there, go to bed, never get up again. 
My doctor and the counsellor I’d 
been seeing confirmed it for me—I was 
suffering from clinical depression. I spent 
the next three months recovering, scared 
to go out of my apartment, overwhelmed 
by even the most basic tasks. I eventu- 
ally recovered enough to return to my 
research position at the university. I still 
felt compelled to pursue my university 
career, but as I began working on yet 
another job application, that familiar 
knot of anxiety settled in again. One 
day, by sheer chance, I heard a speaker 
talk about using depression as a map to 
explore other parts of your life. | began 
to listen to my anxiety, pay attention to 
it, respect it. I finally allowed myself to 
act on the message my body had been 
screaming at me for months: I just didn’t 
want to do this anymore. It didn’t mean 
I wasn’t good at it—I enjoyed teaching, 
research (when I actually got time to do 
it). What I hated was the Profession. I 
wasn’t cut out for it. We just didn’t fit. 
It took me a few months to find a 
job in the “real world” but I finally did. 
On the bus home one Friday evening, I 
recognized an odd new feeling. It wasn’t 
just the absence of anxiety. It felt almost 
like contentment.¥ 


CANADA’S MILITARY TO ALLOW 


GAY WEDDINGS ON BASES 


Canada’s armed forces will allow their 
gay and lesbian members to get married 
on military bases. The military has 
drafted a policy calling for its chaplains 
to formally bless same-sex weddings. 
“Members of the Canadian forces are 
also Canadian citizens, and we must also 
follow the laws of the land, and the laws 
of the province in which we reside,” 
chaplain Col. Stan Johnstone, who 
helped draft the policy, told Canada AM 
Thursday morning. “Certainly we have 
our own military regulations but all of 
them work together in concert and we 
have a very socially accepting armed 
forces.” The new interim guidelines allow 
military chaplains to marry gay couples 
in the Canadian armed forces. A perma- 
nent policy will not be in place until the 
federal government passes a law redefin- 
ing marriage. Col. Johnstone says the 
guidelines reflect the primary role of 
ministering to all armed forces members 
and their families, adding that they’re 


JUST RELEASED 
STELLA DUFFY, PARALLEL LIES 


(Cty. ca) 


“essentially a statement of the way the 
law is going.” Ceremonies will be per- 
mitted on military bases across the 
country, but chaplains will not have to 
perform the service if it conflicts with 
their religious beliefs. They would, how- 
ever, have to find a colleague to conduct 
the ceremony. “Each denomination has 
its own theological and social perspec- 
tive on that, no chaplain is required to 
go against the teachings of their 
church,” Col. Johnstone said. The pol- 
icy is reflective of a changing Canada, he 
said. “I think our people understand 
that the country has changed a lot and 
it will continue to change, and the 
armed forces will reflect that,” Col. 
Johnstone said. 


(VIRAGO PRESS, 2005) 


(WWW. amazon.co.uk) 
Celebrity, identity and sexuality—the three poles of our fame-obsessed society, each 
one a magnet for secrets and lies. Despite her youth, Russian-born Yana Ivanova is 
already a Hollywood legend. She lives in a beautiful house in Beverly Hills with 
Jimmy, a sitcom star, and Penny, her British PA. Theirs is a strange and uneasy part- 
nership, held together by sex, secrets and the fear of scandal. Then Yana starts receiv- 
ing threatening letters from an anonymous but very knowledgeable source. Suspicion 
turns to fear, and fear leads to murder. But who exactly is conning whom? Stella Duffy 
has written crime novels and dark romantic comedies. Here she combines the two in 
a smart, sexy, suspenseful new novel. Poison pen letters, fake identities, misplaced 
attection, betrayal and murder...Still think a menage 4 trois sounds fun? 
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what's up in march 


march 3 fo march 13th, 8 pm 
Kill Your Television Theatre presents 
Fool for Love by Sam Shepherd. 
The Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 St. 
For tickets, call the Box Office at 
453-2440 or visit www.attheroxy.com. 
Womonspace members receive a 10% 


discount. (Sunday matinees at 2:00 PM.) 


saturday, march 5, 10 am 
Womonspace Board Meeting. Come 
and share your ideas. Leave a message 
at 482-1794 for the location. 


thursday, march 10, 7 pm 
Edmonton Pride Week Society General 
Membership meeting. Pride Centre of 
Edmonton (#45, 9912-106 St). 
Visit www.prideedmonton.org for 
more information. 


march 12 to march 13 
SNOW CHICKS at Pine Trails 
Getaway. Pond hockey, skating, snow 
football and more, then get together at 
the Coyote Howl. $25.00 includes 
B&D & accommodations. Call 
780-586-0002 or e-mail 
pinetrails@telus.net. 


saturday, march 19, 9 pm to 1am 


Womonspace Dance. Westmount Hall, 


10870-127 St $5/members (with card), 
$10/non-members. Call 482-1794 
to volunteer. 


march 25 to 26, 7pm 
My Mother Likes Women (Spain 
2002). A comedy about three sisters 
whose lives are thrown off-kilter by 
their mother’s sudden sexual 
awakening. Metro Cinema, main 
floor of the Citadel Theatre. 
$8/adults $6/students. Call 425-9212. 


march 25 to march 27 
Calgary’s Inner-City Volleyball 
welcomes gay and gay-friendly 

athletes for its annual tournament, 

held during WESTERN CUP XXIII. 

All skill levels welcome. Set up your 

team and register for competitive A, 
BB and B, or for recreational C. 
Details of the weekend’s social 
activities and other sports can be 
found at www.westerncup.com. 

Contact Corey (A, BB, B divisions) 

or Kitt (C division) at 
volleyball@apollocalgary.com for 
more information. 


april’ S LOULGC.. 


away those dark winter months 


en or your slopitch team’ Or is 


nore spiritual rebirth? Tell us what 


spring thaw means to you. 


Max 500 words text and photo by march 10. womonspace@hotmail.com. 
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splinters from the board 


what a 


“0 another event is over 
success! I hope everyone who 
attended the EVM concert and 

dance had a good time. The dance floor 
never cleared until I announced last call 
so I would think that all had fun. The 
concert was fantastic and enjoyed by 
everyone. We even got to sing with the 
choir. A big thank you goes out to EVM, 
the volunteers and the board members 
that pulled it all together. 

I just have a few things to mention for 
the upcoming events. The Pride Centre is 
going to be moving and they are pretty 
excited about that. It’s a new, larger 
facility that may include a few of the 
community groups as well so that every- 
one will have use of the new space. 
Things are starting to get going with the 
Edmonton Pride Week Society and the 
deadline for the Pride Awards has moved 
up this year. Put your thinking caps on 
and if you would like to nominate some- 
one make sure you get it in early. 


Cold weather getting you down? 


come to our dala ran Golf 
Getaway at Country Nine Golf 


Course jn Bashaly, AB. 


° 
bring your sunscreen and grass 


skirt on Suly 16, 2005} 


...see you then! 


Don’t forget to make plans to attend 
the next Womonspace dance (women 
only) at Westmount on Saturday, March 
19th. Other upcoming events are the 
Golf and Camping weekend July 16. 
Unfortunately, we have had to put off 
doing the Funspiel due to the Brier being 
here in Edmonton. It has caused quite a 
demand for ice and we were unable to 
get the ice we wanted booked. We will 
definitely look at it again next year. 

We are also hosting the Pride dance 
on June 18th and if you are interested 
in volunteering or have a community 
group that is interested, contact us by 
phone at 482-1794 or e-mail at womon- 
space@hotmail.com. 

If you have any ideas that you would 
like the board to consider for events let 
us know. We are always looking to hear 
what the membership is interested in. I 
don’t know about you but I am ready 
for this winter to be over and get outside 
again. See you at the next dance.¥ 
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“vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


Celebration & 
Empowerment of 
Womens Sexuality 


Mail order catalogue $5 
Secure online shopping 
Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 


T: 604.254.2543 
Toll Free: 1.888.WYM. WARE 
www. womynsware.com 


Douglas Design 


ad 


Select Framing Inc. 


“When all you want to spend...is 
more time at home” 


8606 - 118 Avenue 
Edmonton 
780.413.8250 
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We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10179-109 Street 
Tel: 428-688 | 


No doctor’s referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 


Community news 


The Edmonton Pride Week Society is 
accepting nominations for the following: 


The Michael Phair Award: 
To an individual gay man for long-term 
contribution to the LGBTQ community. 


The Maureen Irwin Award: 

To an individual lesbian woman for 
long-term contribution to the LGBTQ 
community. 


The Sheryl Mcinnis Award: 

To an individual who, through long- 
term scholarship, teaching, and/or aca- 
demic pursuit has enriched the LGBTQ 
community. 


The Larry Sand Award: 

To a business that has provided long- 
term support and services to the LGBTQ 
community. 


letter to the editor 


Todd Janes Award: 


To an individual bisexual man or woman 
for long-term contribution to the LGBTQ 
community. The award is named after 
its first recipient 


Mickey Wilson Award: 

To an individual trans-identitied person 
for long-term contribution to the LGBTQ 
community. The award is named after 
its first recipient. 


Pride Certificates 
Pride Certificates recognize individuals, 


groups, or particular events in the 
LGBTQ community. 


Visit www.prideedmonton.org or email 
info@prideedmonton.org for more 
information. 


am the supervisor of a great person 
f who just happens to be a lesbian. 
She’s a great worker and has aspira- 
tions to better herself and her circum- 
stances through further education and 
career opportunities. Last week, I decided 
to share a job posting with her—I 
thought it fit her toa “T” and believed 
that, based on her experience and posi- 
tive personal characteristics, she would 
have a good opportunity to compete. I 
sent this to her and then later asked her 
if she thought that she would apply. I 
was astounded when she said no because 
I knew SHE KNEW she could do that 
job and that it would be an advance- 
ment for her. I must have looked at her 
in a funny, inquiring way because she 
then shared why she wouldn’t even 
apply. She knew, through a highly 


publicized event, the woes of a gay male 
who had once been employed there. As 
soon as she mentioned this, I thought, 
“Of course—I remember”. What a 
shame that this dynamic woman knows 
that, in that environment, her sexuality 
would be such an issue that even if she 
did get the job, she would have to hide 
who she really is. 

Personally, I wouldn’t want her to 
venture into an environment where she 
can’t be public about who she really is. 
So...’m glad that she will remain here 
where she’s just one of the gang. I know 
that she will create opportunities to fur- 
ther develop. And when the time and cir- 
cumstance are right, she will be offered a 
great advancement opportunity in a 
place where sexuality just isn’t an issue. 

—name withheld by request 
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Community news 


interview 


with Alexis Hlady 


~ 


Alexis Hlady is an Edmonton real estate agent. Here 
she answers some questions about her work. 


Ws What made you decide to become a 


real estate agent? 


ah I had been a Letter Carrier for over 


13 years. ’'d had my share of falls 
and it had come to a point one sum- 
mer where I couldn’t get out of bed, 
my back was killing me. I thought 
that I was going to be an old crippled 
woman who wouldn’t be able to 
enjoy her “golden years” so I had to 
start thinking about what the next 
step might be. 


I decided to become a real estate 
agent because I had my home listed 
for over six months, and I thought 
that I could do a better job of selling 
it. After all, how hard could it be? Of 
course I found out rather quickly 
that it is quite the process, and at 
times it can be very difficult to sell 
even the nicest home. 


Ws What kind of background or training 


is necessary? 


ah The training is different with each 


office in Edmonton. First, you have 
to get your license and that means 
either night school or day classes. 
Then you have the exam to pass, 
then the fun starts. It helps if you 
know an area that you are going to 
be working in. That being said, with 
the market the way that it is today, 
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you can concentrate on a community, 
know all the quirks that it has and 
yet with one phone call you can be 
doing business 25 minutes away ina 
part of the city you may have never 
driven through. 


Ws Why do people need a real estate 


agent? 


ah A Real Estate agent takes some of the 


“pain in the butt” problems out of 
your life to make sure that selling or 
purchasing your home goes as smooth 
as possible. Most times that I take a 
person or couple out to look at 
homes, I’ve already made sure that 
they are qualified to buy a home and 
that we’re looking in the right price 
range. There is nothing more frustrat- 
ing than driving someone through the 
city for three or four days, finding 
the perfect home for them, putting in 
an offer, only to find out that their 
“pre-approval” came from a corner 
kiosk in a mall and the closest finan- 
cial institution is the bank machine 
next to the lottery counter. It’s really 
important that people are properly 
qualified, from either a bank or 
mortgage broker. 


WS What’s your favorite part of the job? 
ah The most satisfying part is when I 


article continues on page 18... 


Starting over 


ost of us have endured this expe- 

rience and agree IT SUCKED. 

I have experienced having to 
start over, the breakup of a relationship, 
starting a new job, moving into a new 
home. Each and every time I whined and 
cried, bent the ears of friends until they 
couldn’t listen anymore and were sick of 
my woe-is-me attitude. Finally a friend 
would kick me in the butt and tell me to 
suck it up and get on with my life. Most 
friends waited until I was ready to hear 
it, okay sometimes they waited but truth- 
be-told they waited until they couldn’t 
stand me anymore. 

So is it difficult to start over, YES. 
But these are opportunities to learn a 
valuable life lesson. The kicker: if you 
don’t get the lesson the first time, it is 
going to come back to haunt you, bigger 
and louder than it was before. 

So, what to do if you are starting 
over? Well, if you would like some Brat 
advice please read on: 


1. SUCK IT UP, it is going to happen, 
you can either ride the tide or 
drown. 

2. SUCK IT UP, it really is going to 
happen and you can’t do a damn 
thing to stop it. 

3. Okay, now surround yourself with 
loving, honest friends who will 
give you that kick in the ass when 
you need it, the shoulder to cry on 
and the ear to bend. 

4. LEARN. The reason you are 
starting over is because it is time 
to move on to a new lesson. Don’t 


learn—TRUST ME, it is going to 


Starting Over—Bring it on! 


by The Brat 


come back to haunt you. So learn 
and move forward with your life. 

5. Be gentle with yourself. Seriously, 
be kind to you, someone needs to 
be and the best person is you! 
Treat yourself to something sinful 
(don’t read this as sleeping with 
your ex). 

6. Talk about it. I didn’t say whine, I 
said talk. Put it out there. 
Sometimes the best cure is to just 
say it out loud. 

7. MOVE ON. It is time. Leave the 
past behind. It is called the past 
for a reason. Don’t dwell on what 
might have been. Remember the 
reason today ts called the present 
is because it is a gift and you 
should cherish it like you might 
not get another one. 

8. Pick yourself up, dust yourself off. 
Life is a fantastic journey. You are 
about to embark on a new and 
exciting adventure, you lucky 
woman you! 

. REMEMBER YOU ROCK! 

10. REMEMBER YOU ARE THE 

TEES! 


Life should not be a journey to the grave 
with the intention of arriving safely in 
an attractive and well-preserved body. 
But rather to skid in sideways, chocolate 
in one hand, martini in the other, body 
thoroughly used up and totally worn 
out and screaming “WOO HOO whata 
ride!” 


So bring on starting over—YEE- 
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WE’RE NOT ON WHYTE 
BECAUSE 


WE’RE ALL ABOUT BLACK 


B&D EMPORIUM EDMONTON 
9652 JASPER AVENUE 
EDMONTON AB 


780-428-5847 
WWW.BDEMPORIUMEDMONTON.COM 


Leather 
Latex 
Rubber 
Gothic 
Punk 
Boots/Shoes 
Toys 
Custom 


GONQUIN TRAVEL 


City Centre 
429-2233 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 
YOU WANT 


FOR THE HOLIDAY 
YOU DESERVE! 


email us at 
corinne@algonquintravel.com 
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Real Estate 
Independently Owned and Operated 


Deanna Vath, z..a. 
Agent 
Bus: (780) 488-4000 


#100 - 10510 - 121 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta T5N 1L4 

Fax: (780) 426-5700 

Toll Free: 1-800-275-8191 

Email: deanna@edmontonproperties.com 


women’s health 


River of Ki Shiatsu 


Kjierstin Hubka 
registered Shiatsu therapist 


780.233.4755 


Starting over 


Starting Over 


by Jules Taylor (julietay@telus,net) 
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an August, my girlfriend and I got in 
f a car in Fredericton, New Brunswick 
and drove five days until we arrived 
here, Lesbonton, Alberta. As we drove 
further from the drama-ridden capital of 
NB, we spoke feverously about the new 
start that awaited us out West. There 
were the clubs we were going to go to 
every weekend, the bookstores we would 
all but live in at the weekends...the al 
fresco life of Whyte Ave. That Fringe? 
You just bring it on. We were going to 
be in the Fringe. Mime. We could take 
up mime. By about Winnipeg my girl- 
friend and I were pretty much going to 
be known to each and every one of you 
readers by now (did I mention the band 
we were going to be in after we had 
learnt an instrument?). 

By mid-September, to our absolute 
credit, we had both learnt to play chess. 
Which, as needs not be said, is one of 
the most sociable sports known to all 
lesbians trying to get out and meet oth- 
ers. Come October we realised that our 
planned L- Word nights with hoards of 
dykes would likely not come to fruition 
unless a) we knew some lesbians and b) 
one of them had the DVD box set or, 
failing that, Showcase. November came 
and went with ‘club night’ being put off 
to another weekend...preferably when 
we had caught up on the top ten and 
learnt the Macarena. 


Then, late December, we came to 
somewhat of an epiphany. Hark, the 
whole idea of ‘starting over’ was rather 
over-reaching. What ever was wrong 
with the way we lived? Fredericton had 
been fun. Yes, we had a huge circle of 
chums and yup, we danced liked Ban- 
shees quite a bit but as I lived on the 
street where it all happened that was 
really a no-brainer. I was the laziest per- 
son on the planet. It wasn’t my fault 
that going out to get bread meant I 
would be waylaid by friends and end up 
going out for a few drinks, never in fact 
to leave the 500 yard radius of my resi- 
dence....hell, I even worked in that 
radius. 

‘Starting over’ in Edmonton means 
getting on the LRT, it means working 
out your avenues from your streets. 
Starting over here takes a lot of work. 
But that’s not me point, people. Me 
point is simply that we never really 
‘start Over,’ we just continue on the 
journey....we still take ourselves along. 
A lazy self, in my case. Unless someone 
invents a travel hopper bubble from 
my balcony in North Edmonton to all 
of you I doubt we’ll all meet until 
2011. However, the most fun part of 
moving here was and still is—to para- 
phrase Emily Dickinson—the dwelling 
in possibilities. ¥ 
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COMMUNIty news 


Tenancy 101 


by Julie Lloyd 


o, real estate season is just around 

\ the corner. If you and your partner 

ee are thinking of buying a house, 

there are a few things you might want to 
keep in mind. 

You should consider how you want 
to be named on the title of the house. If 
both names are to be included on the 
title there are two ways to do this: joint 
tenancy and tenancy in common. 

In tenancy in common the interest of 
each person is set out formally. Partners 
might each hold an equal ownership 
interest (say, 50-50 ownership) and they 
might hold different interests (say, 70-30 
ownership, for example). Whether equal 
or unequal interests, when one owner 
dies their share of the house will form 
part of their estate and will be distributed 
according to the terms of their will. 

In joint tenancy, on the other hand, 
ownership interest is equal. Importantly, 
this form of ownership also gives rise to 
what we call a “right of survivorship.” 
That is, in the event of the death of one 
of the owners the right of survivorship 
arises and the surviving partner becomes 
the sole owner of the property. 

It is important to select the type of 
ownership that suits your situation. Joint 
tenancy might be chosen if the partners 
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want to ensure that should one of them 
die, their share in the house would be 
transferred quickly and easily to their 
partner. 

Tenancy in common might be chosen 
by someone who wants to ensure that 
any interest they might have in the 
house should they die will be distributed 
according to the terms of their will. 
Someone who wants any interest they 
might have in the house to go to chil- 
dren on their death, for example, should 
consider this type of ownership. 

Regardless of whether you choose to 
have only one party on title, choose ten- 
ancy in common or joint tenancy, it is a 
good idea to consider putting an agree- 
ment in place to identify and to clarify 
your expectations. Did both parties con- 
tribute to the down payment? Was the 
contribution equal? Should there be 
some agreement to repay a down pay- 
ment if the house is sold? Who is paying 
for what? Will you share house-related 
costs equally? If not, what does that 
mean should the house be sold? What if 
you can’t agree on selling the house? 
Should there be some plan in place to 
deal with this potential problem? 


article continues on page 14... 
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Starting over 


a was trying to think of a good article 
f for this issue, and could not pick 
one that I liked until it came to me 
about five minutes ago in the form of a 
new epiphany. 

I have decided to like me for the per- 
son I am now and want to be, and not 
who I plan to be when I: 
¢ Lose weight 
e Write a book 
e Find my ideal partner 
e And fix that world hunger thing (one 

can hope!) 
e Etcetera, Etcetera 

I have read about it many times dur- 
ing my travels through books, all about 
loving your self, but have never really 
applied it to my life before. I think it 
would be a great way to start over. 

It’s amazing if you think about it 
how many things you can put off with 
the best intentions until that ideal 
moment when it’s the “right time”. 

People have been changing the world 
since time began with ideas about bet- 
tering their life and the lives of others by 
deciding that they’ve had enough of 
things being the way they are and work- 
ing to become the type of people they 
would want in their life. 

One of my favorite quotes ts: 

At my graduation, I thought we had 
to marry what we wished to become. 
Now you are becoming the men you once 


would have wished to marry. 
—Gloria Steinem 


MONO] 


Epiphany: Damn | Rock 


by Shalena Brown 


I’ve decided to ignore the marry-a- 
man part but the quote still speaks to me 
of how people look at others for what 
they want in themselves. 

Now if we all made a list of all the 
qualities we want in a friend, partner 
and anyone else who touches our lives 
in a profound way we can see exactly 
what we want to instill in our lives and 
start now working toward it and stop 
waiting for this “right time” to begin 
when it will be easier. 

We are bombarded with advertising 
etc telling us that we are wrong and 
must be improved by looking outside 
of ourselves to meet that ideal. I am 
not promoting this standard of per- 
sonal improvement by any means; 
actually I think the less exposure we 
have to this stimuli the better. Who is 
anyone else really to tell you what is 
“right” anyway. 

I have decided to take up knitting 
and badminton and to spend more time 
being creative and putting myself out 
there (Womonspace is helping in this 
area with actually printing my musings). 

I’m not sure about you but I amaze 
myself with all of the excuses I give 
myself to just wait until some external 
condition is met. I think we were given 
all the tools inside of ourselves to play 
with and it would be a great way to 
start things off by saying “damn I rock” 
and see what we can add to the already- 
beauty that we are.¥ 


till 
OL ULE 
Gee 


till, 
tiie 


OF? 


te 


CMLL, 
MLM 
ifftiililiiiity, 
We wm 


march 2008 


womonspace 


Community news 


Carol Cattell Memory 
Videos are now available 


For any donation of $10 or 
more to the Edmonton's WIN 
House you can own your own 


may’s topic... 


CHio\CeES 


copy of Carol’s Memory Video 


Now available on VHS or DVD 
For more info, e-mail 
mliwilkes@telusplanet.net 

or call 974-3663 (leave msg) 
what do see hoesel 
Carol’s video can be viewed 
on the weo at 
http://www. photodex.com/ 
sharing/viewshow.htm!?fl= 


9187869&alb=0 
how do Hew choose? 


i you choose? 


Mat soo Woyvds Fey and 
photo fl apy)| \s. 


wemenspace@ho mail.com 
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Starting over 


Moving Day 


by Lisa Austin 


gacan’t tell you the number of times 
J I’ve started over. As I sailed my way 
through the stormy seas of serial 
monogamy, starting over was the 
inevitable outcome of yet another failed 
relationship washed up on the rocks. I 
used to comfort myself by saying that I 
had learned a lot...mostly about myself. 
I'd go through the inevitable period of 
self-loathing and catastrophizing, assur- 
ing myself that I would be alone for the 
rest of my life. One day, there would be 
a newspaper story about my 85S cats 
being removed from my home after my 
death. Invariably, however, Ms. Right 
Now would turn up again. Ladies, re- 
start your engines. 

For most of my 20s and 30s, my love 
life was like Groundhog Day (the movie, 
not the annual prognostication ritual). 
Every few years I’d wake up with a dif- 
ferent person but the same story. “The 
beat goes on....” Which major appliance 
or electronic device did I lose THIS time?! 
It was the same pattern: passion, com- 
panionship, resentment, break-up, grief 
(although you can skip this stage entirely 
if you have an affair...just move directly 
back to the passion stage), shopping to 
replace items lost in the divorce...over 
and over and over again. It took me years 
to get sick enough of this cycle to realize 
that I could make different choices, that 
I could wake up and change the tune. 

There is a saying that nothing changes 
if nothing changes. If I was going to go 
to the trouble of starting over, shouldn’t 
I actually change rather than bringing 
in replacement actors and set re-decora- 
tors? Essentially, starting over means 
renovating the house you have. Change, 
on the other hand, is about packing your 
stuff and moving. It’s a small, but revo- 
lutionary difference. 


I’m not going to claim to be Oprah- 
all-I-have-to-do-is-think-it-and-it-will- 
be-so. All I know was that the awareness 
that truly starting over required some 
effort on my part made me better. But 
what really healed me was the realiza- 
tion that every day I have the opportu- 
nity to change and be better. Every day. 
So, there is no starting over for me any- 
more. I’m finished with that. For me, 
every day is moving day.¥ 


Community news 


Tenancy 101... continued from page 11. 


Where there is a common law rela- 
tionship, claims can arise whether the 
partner is registered on title as an owner 
or not and whether or not they made 
any financial contribution to the prop- 
erty. These claims can be difficult to 
resolve because the law is fairly fluid and 
somewhat unpredictable in this area. 

The best way to avoid problems if, 
heaven forbid, the relationship breaks 
down or on the death of one of the part- 
ners, is to select the appropriate kind of 
title and to have your expectations 
clearly set down right from the start. 

It is also important that you make 
sure your will is in order before you call 
the moving van. Have you dealt with the 
house in your will? Do you need to? Does 
this new asset change how you want to 
deal with your beneficiaries? Have you 
dealt with other important matters that 
might be related to the house? What 
about the household contents? If it is 
your intention that your partner will get 
the house on your death you may want 
to make sure that you have given some 
thought to household contents. Other- 
wise there could be some skirmishes 
over the contents after you have died— 
skirmishes that could be avoided. 

Happy house-hunting to all!¥ 
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Dear Lez-Be-Honest 


My girlfriend and | (of almost four years) 
have a reoccurring disagreement about the 
frequency of our sen life 1 think that once a 
month ty way below the average of a normal 
healthy couple I guess Loould lwe with once 
d week but a girl needs more than that: What 
is your take on this as our friends are not 
comfortable discussing this issue with us? Do 
| need to reevaluate what | consider normal? 
—Frustrated in Love 


Dear Frustrated, 

Oh this is a good one! Have you heard of 
“lesbian dead bed’? Well, welcome to it! Its no 
myth, Honey. Lets see, you've been together 
for four years and in the breeder world the 
only reason you have sex after the first year is 
to make babies. Count your blessings that you 
dre even having sex. There are people in this 
world that would love to be in a four-year 
relationship where the only problem was 
having sex once a month, so quit your 
complaining! (And yes, my sex life is very 
fulfilling, thank you!!) 


I know how you hear in those ‘surveys’ that 
the average for couples having sex is twice a 
week. | really want to ask this question: If | 
asked you to put on paper, to be immortalized 
forever, that you have sex once a month, 
wouldnt you say that you have sex twice a 
week before you signed your name? Hell, | 
would write that | have sex once a day and 
twice on Sundays before | signed anything! 


ones 


Okay Honey, lets talk about your friends. 
What gives you the idea that they even want 
to hear about your sex life? Cmon girl, people 
who are interested in hearing all the little love 
details are usually the ones who feel the need 
to live vicariously through other peoples sex 
Ives And by the sounds of it you're not one 
Id be depending on for a vicarious sex life. 
Lets be real here. So your friends are probably 
leery of talking about this with you because, 
a) they haven't been together as long as you 
and dont want to know what is awaiting 
them, b) they dont want you to know that 
they are still going at it like rabbits (let me tell 
you this is very rare) and think that you need 
some serious help, or c) they would rather be 
in your position than taking comfort alone in 
their room with a book (and may | suggest a 
good title to check out—Hot and Bothered 
Lesbian Erotic Sex!—it'll help you get 
through those long lonely nights). Lez-be- 
Honest Hon, unless you put it in the pre-nup, 
you are, lets see how can | put this?—Well, 
you're royally screwed! 


I'll leave you with one last thought. Have you 
ever stopped and asked yourself, not your 
friends, why your girlfriend doesn't want to 
have sex with you mote than once a month? 
Maybe if you read the book mentioned above 
youd have a chance at defying the lesbian 
dead bed. Perhaps your girlfriend would want 
to have sex more than once 4 month...and 
maybe even with you! 


Do you have a question for Lez? Send it to womonspace@hotmail.com or leave a message at 482-1794 
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Community news 


by Betty Kellner 


| hen I finally came to add the 
Ww label “lesbian” to those which 
help to identify who I am, I 


had been heavily involved in a mainline 
church community for over 15 years. Its 
love and support had helped me not 
only through single parenthood but also 
recovery from a major accident while 
at the same time strengthening my belief 
in a Higher Power. 

How would they react to this new 
aspect of me? Would I be able to explore 
this new reality of myself in a place that 
meant so much to me? 

My spiritual journey since identifying 
as lesbian has been one of personal 
growth, profound hurt and a feeling of 


LGBT Healing Circle 


The Affirming Committee of the Southminster-Steinhauer United Church is 
offering a healing circle for members of the LGBT community who have felt 
battered by the churches. It will be led by two out, gay clergy. 

The intent of the Healing Circle is to offer LGBT people an opportunity to 
be with others who have similar hurts, be in a safe place to talk, honour our 
Journeys and possibly reconnect with the unconditional love of God. 

The Healing Circle will run for six Sunday evenings from 7:00-8:30 jo.m. The 
first one will be on April 3, 2005 at Southminster-Steinhauer United Church, 
10740—1 9th Street. 


Due to the sensitivity of these discussions, the group will be formed at 


the first meeting and new participants will not be accepted afterwards. 


For further information on the LGBT Healing Circle, please call the Rev. 
Nancy Steeves at 435-2038 or leave messages for the Rev. Charles Bidwell at 
the same phone number. 
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pure rage towards those pillars of Chris- 
tian virtue who piously claim to know 
God’s take on homosexuality. Rereading 
these last words makes me think there’s 
still some work I need to do. 

I’ve moved into what seems to be a 
never-ending spiritual desert. For months 
Pve gone about thinking why should 
God matter to me? Why should I keep 
stubbing my toe trying to make Chris- 
tianity fit when obviously much of the 
hierarchy doesn’t want people like me? 
How can I reconcile my belief and my 
experience of a Higher Power when it is 
so contrary to what these characters are 
spewing? I know my rage towards the 
church hierarchies is separating me from 
my Higher Power. 

Southminster-Steinhauer — United 
Church will be offering a LGBT Healing 
Circle which will be led by Nancy Steeves 


W 0 Ss p 


Name(s) 


and Charles Bidwell, both ordained 
clergy. Southminster-Steinhauer is an 
Affirming congregation. “Affirming” 
within the United Church of Canada 
means the congregation is committed to 
welcoming all people on the LGBT spec- 
trum as full members with the rights and 
obligations of all congregants. Else- 
where in this newsletter are the details 
for the LGBT Healing Circle. 

This ISN’T a membership campaign 
for Southminster-Steinhauer. Rather I 
invite people to set aside their “I'll never 
darken the doorway of another church” 
statements and take a chance that they’ll 
be safe to express their anger, possibly 
find some closure or new birth by 
attending this healing circle. While this 
may not be a cure-all, possibly it can be 
a positive start.¥ 
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membership form 


(Confidentiality Assured) 


Address 


City 
Phone 


72 month membership fee: 


LJ New Member (J Renewal 


4 I would like to be a volunteer 
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E-mail 


J Please mail my newsletter to my home 


% 
a 

a 

e 

5 

i 

i 

é 

L] 

i 

a 

i 

6 

Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta TSJ 
i 

g 

i 

i 

J I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events : 
i 

i 

i 

i 

5B 


Postal Code 


$20/single or $30/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


(J Associate 


Total Enclosed: 


$ 


J I would not like to be a volunteer at dances and events 
4 I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution 
QO I would like to receive notification of community events via e-mail 


The personal information contained on this form is being collected for the purpose of confirming memberships and selecting 
volunteers to serve on Womonspace committees. This information will be used only for its intended purpose. 


Se ee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
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Community news 


Edmonton’s First Ever All- 
women Speed-dating 


by ML 


ave you ever been sitting around on 

a Thursday evening, just wishing 

you had a date? Well, what about 
ten of them? Yup, ten single women, all 
in one night, without any shame or guilt! 
That’s what was happening Thursday, 
February 10th at dinovi’s lounge. Eigh- 
teen women joined the experience of 
Edmonton’s first ever all-women speed- 
dating. 

The evening started with each of the 
women arriving with their nerves and 
excitement. Each woman was given a 
list of tables to visit. Each visit lasted 
only six minutes. Most of the women 
mentioned that some six-minutes dates 
went faster than others! The room was 
abuzz for a full hour. Laughter seemed 
to be abundant, perhaps a way of cov- 
ering up the nervousness. 

As the evening came to a close 
women mingled with those they had 
met and those they hadn’t. 

Here’s what one of the women had to 
say about the evening... 

Speed dating was a wonderful expe- 
rience for me. It gave me the chance to 
meet ten single women on official dates, 
and a few more afterwards. I would rec- 
ommend it to anyone as a great way to 
spend a couple of hours sharpening your 
people skills while having fun. —C 

We received this thank you from one 
of the women who attended the speed 
dating event. I thought this was a fitting 
story for March’s theme of “starting 
VCE... 

I am writing to thank you for mak- 
ing me realize that the Love of My Life 
was that one woman that I already knew 
to be my best friend. She and I were 
partners for three years and had drifted 


apart as lovers but were still friends. 
When I saw her at the Speed Dating 
Event last Thursday, I was so taken with 
her presence | could hardly focus on any- 
one else. We have re-connected, and we 
haven't been this happy in a very long 
time. I am in love with her, and I don’t 
think I knew that until now. Because I 
am so headstrong, I know I wouldn't 
have phoned her, but having her in the 
room just made my heart skip a beat. 
Thank you for bringing us together 
again, it may not have been the point of 
the whole exercise, but it works for us. 
We had a wonderful time last evening, 
as we always do, and now we can work 
on some of the issues that broke us apart 
in the first place. Thank you again. 

As you can see, you never can tell 
what might happen at speed-dating! ¥ 
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Interview. . . continued from page 7. 


hand over the keys to someone’s 
first home. That is quite a sight to 
see them beaming, although I’m 
not too sure if they even know that 
I’m there—they just know that they 
finally have their home. 


WS Where do you see yourself in five 
years? 

ah When I first thought about getting 
into real estate, I decided at that time 
I would give it an honest effort for 
five years. My instructors warned us 
that most new agents don’t make 
their first anniversary. My first year 
flew by—I had only four deals, but 
the learning was constant. At the 
end of my five year goal, | hope I can 
say that this is going to be the next 
phase of my life—that Real Estate 
has become the career that will take 
me into retirement. ¥ 
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resource directory 


List your organization or event here. Call 482-1794 or womonspace@hotmail.com 


arts 


Circle Dance First Wednesday of the month, 7 pM 
at Southminster-Steinhauer United Church, 
10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Call 
479-2038 or visit www.evmchoir.com 
Lesbian Book (lub Reading fiction by and about 
lesbians. Contact Kim at 423-0760 or 
tree_dream@yahoo.ca for info. 


Qut is IN An arts-based education project for 
youth 24 and under, who may identify as 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, two- 
spirited, questioning, or straight. Contact 
Kristy at outisin@ualberta.ca or visit www. 
ualberta.ca/~outisin 

Women's Drumming and Goddess Chanting Circle First 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 PM. Call 
Debra at 436-8415. 


athletics 

Curling with Pride No previous experience required. 
Call Lance at 479-2038 or |_d_a@telus.net. 
Visit http://members.shaw.ca/curlingwithpride 
Drop-in Recreational Badminton Wednesdays 6:00 to 
7:30 PM (Early enough to go for a beer after- 
wards!) Oliver School 10227-118 St. All levels 
welcome and encouraged to come and join in 
the fun. Call 465-3620 for more info/leave 
message. 

Lacrosse League Ladies drop-in. Wednesdays 
9:30-10:30 PM at Westmount Fitness Centre’s 
big gym, 12840-109 Ave. Beginners are wel- 
come! Please join us for fun and fitness! Call 
Helen Brooks at 454-4753. 

Making Waves Swim (lub Tuesdays 7:30 to 8:30 pm 
and Thursdays 7:30 to 8:30 pM at NAIT 
Swimming Pool. Call Jan at 454-9987 or 
makingwaves_edm@ yahoo.com 


Northern Titans Mixed bowling league looking for 
new members. We bowl for fun! Contact Joy 


or Kelsi at 922-4302. 


Rainbow Mixed Slopitch Wednesdays, 6:45 PM. 
Drop-ins: $2. Call Tina at 423-9925 or 
fixitina@shaw.ca 


churches 


B'nai Hakeshet (Children of the Rainbow) Edmonton’s 
newest GLBT-friendly spiritual centre. All 
faiths, all people welcome. Find the God 
within! Call Miryam at 233-3719 for details. 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, trainlvr@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 

Lambda Christian Community Church A safe and healing 
space for LGBT Christians and friends. 
Service at 7 PM Sundays at Garneau United 
Church, 11148-84 Ave. Call 887-8611 
www.members.shaw.ca/lambdachurch/ 


Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and friendship. 
Individual support, resources and a safe 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 
lcedmonton@lcna.org 

McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 
sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 
10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming United 
Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 10740-19 Ave. 
Call the church office at 435-2028 or Debbie 
at 987-4974. 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 
at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073, uce@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


community action 


AGAPE A focus group set up to consider issues 
in relation to sex-and-gender differences and 
schooling in the Faculty of Education at the 
U of A. Contact andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 
kris.wells@shaw.ca 


Edmonton Pride Week Society Coordinating the 
annual Pride Festival in Edmonton. 
www.prideedmonton.org 

hangouts for lesbians 


Cafe Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; Organic 
Roots Cafe: 8225-112 St; Prism: 10524- 
101 St; The Roost: 10345-104 St 


leisure groups 


Affirm United A support group for members of 
the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176 (confidential voicemail). 
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Breakfast (lu) Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Robin at 418-1609 before evening of 
the Friday before to ensure your reservation. 
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resource directory 


Dykes on Bikes For motorcycle enthusiasts inter- 
ested in meeting others, talking bikes, going 
on fun rides, etc. Everyone welcome, whether 
you have a bike or not. Email dykesonbikes@ 
telus.net or call 476-6417 for more info. 
Edmonton Women Social activity group meets 
monthly. Call Tracy at 619-9723. 

Inside/OUT A network and social organization 
for LGBTQ faculty, graduate students 
academic, and support staff of the UofA. 
Straight allies also welcome. Contact Marjorie 
Wonham at mwonham@ualberta.ca or Kris 
Wells at kwells@ualberta.ca for details. 


Open Door Club at GMC Weekly meetings, events 
and awareness. odcgmc@msn.com 
OUTreach For LGBT students, staff and faculty 


at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pM, Athabasca Hall. 
www.ualberta.ca/~outreach/ 


The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose Last 
Wednesday of the month, 8 pM, The Garage, 
10244-106 St. wildrosecourt@yahoo.com 


radio 
Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 


interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 
CJSR 88.5 FM. 


support services 


Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 


Bisexual Pride Last Wednesday of the month, 
7-9 PM. #45, 9912-106 St. Call 488-3234. 


.. Continued, 


Bisexual Women's Coffee Group Meets the second 
Thursday of the month at a_bi-friendly 
location. Contact bwcoffeegroup@yahoo.ca 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Call Bill at 422-6207. 


Free (GLBTQ) Drop-in Solution-Focused Counseling. Available 
at the Pride Centre of Edmonton. Counseling 
is provided by a chartered psychologist and 
two registered social workers. Call the Pride 
Centre at 488-3234 or check the website at 
www.pridecentreofedmonton.org for a listing 
of scheduled counseling times. 


Pride Centre of Edmonton #45, 9912-106 St. Drop-in, 
counselling and library, 7-10 pm. Call 488- 
3234 or visit www.pridecentreofedmonton.org 
PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Call Lynne at 462-5958 
for more information. 

True Spirit North Mixed gender Trans support 
group. We have a new meeting place at 
Garneau United Church, 11148-84 Ave. Last 
Tuesday of the month, 7:30-9:30 PM. Call 
405-4134, www.members.shaw/ca/truespirit/ 
Yours, Mine, Ours 6 Us Support group for LGBT 


parents, co-parents and partners. Call Garry 
at 426-6311. 


Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 
for LGBT age 25 and under. Saturdays 7-9 PM 
at Pride Centre. Contact yayedm@hotmail.com 


Classifieds 


Classified ad deadline is § pt on March roth. Three lines max. Free to members, $¢ to non-members. Contact womonspace @hotmail.com 


accommodations 


Shared accommodation, large, newer, bright, 
2 bedroom, fully contained basement suite 
with separate entrance, furnace and hot water 
tank. This is a great private location, ona 
ravine, close to downtown, shopping and 
bus. Available end of March. Call 974-3663 
(leave msg). 


Shared accommodation. $250/mo. (all- 
inclusive except telephone). Near Kingsway 
Mall, close to bus routes to the southside and 
the university. Call Tracey at 619-9723. 


Pine Trails Getaway near Pigeon Lake. A 
place to go with your partner for some 
private time. A place for women to hang out 
with women. Cabins, trails (don’t forget your 
pet), skating, etc., cozy up by the fireplace; or 


get together at the Coyote Howl. Call Geri at 
780-586-0002 or e-mail: pinetrails@telus.net. 


opportunities 

Enjoy oral pleasures with safety. Planned 
Parenthood Edmonton sells dental dams. Five 
flavours are available at the cost of $2 each. 
Call 423-3737 during office hours, Monday 
to Friday. 

personals 

March 28th—Happy 2nd Anniversary, my 
rare one! I love you more every day. Kiss kiss! 


announcements 

Leslie and Jean are very happy to announce 
the birth of their son Tiernan LJ on Jan. 7, 05. 
Sisters Hunter, Sloan and Grear are thrilled 
their little brother is here. 
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alexis"hla 
From CASTLES to CONDOS 
....and everything in between 


Alexis Hlady, Agent — Sutton Chaflenge 


S | 201, 6650-177 Stree g AD 48 
Edmonton, Alberta TST 4J5 ooo we 
= 


fx 1780) 444-8017 ~ alexishomes@shaw.ca \ alexishomes.info 


JuuE C. LLOYD 
| Barrister © Solicitor 


10503 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3N6 
(180) 4474417 
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womonspace dance 


; eatuy day, mavch |o 


4 pm te | am 


Neetu hall 
loB4to — \z4 street 


¥5 members Guith cayd), So non 


OUR MEMBERSHIP RATES: 
Monthly - $6.00 
6 Months - $20 
Yearly - $30 
Platinum - $100 (1 year of free cover anytime 


| the except New Year's Eve and our Aids Benefit) 
rT ‘ 
DOOR CHARGES: 


After the Sunday - $2.00 (except Platinum Members) 
Womonspace | 
dance, the Roost 
is offering free 
cover to anyone : 
who submits a. Non-Members - Before 10 pm - $2.00 


ticket stub to the After 10 pm (weekdays) - $4.00 
door staff. After 10 pm (weekends) - $6.00 


Members - Before 10 pm - Free 
After 10 pm (weekdays) - $1.00 
After 10 pm (weekends) - $4.00 


(Although there is free cover until 


Mrbaeanmomme) \ /\~ A TO345 - 104 Street 


